
MINUTES 

MO-KAN TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

March 6, 2019, 9:00 AM 
 

VOTING MEMBERS 

PRESENT: 

Bob Caldwell – Andrew County 

Bob Burnett, Chair – Buchanan County 

Johnnie Hoggatt – Buchanan County 

Drew Bontrager – Clinton County 

Mike O’Donnell – Clinton County 

Missy Meek – DeKalb County 

Bill Gray – DeKalb County 

Gary McFee – DeKalb County 

 

 

NON VOTING MEMBERS  

PRESENT: 

Shannon Kusilek – MoDOT 

Adam Watson – MoDOT 

Jon Ecker – Mo-Kan Regional Council 

Rebecca Thacker – Mo-Kan Regional Council 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Kenneth Reeder – PCLA (Public Citizens Local Advocate) 

  

A meeting of the Mo-Kan Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) was held March 6, 2019 at the 

Mo-Kan Regional Council office, 224 North 7th Street, St. Joseph, MO. Bob Burnett, chair, called the 

meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.   

 

1. Roll call taken by sign-in sheet.  A quorum was present.   

 

2. Minutes - Motion to approve minutes for the meeting on December 5, 2018 was made by 

Mike O’Donnell and seconded by Gary McFee. Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Open Public Comment:  
     There was no public comment.  

  

Old Business: 

There was no old business. 

 

New Business:  

 

1. MoDOT Construction Update – Adam Watson provided an update on construction. He 

showed a calendar with snow days. He explained that the freeze thaw cycle this winter has very 

been tough on roads. There was discussion about specific projects. Gary McFee asked about the 

Hwy 169 bridge. Adam responded that he will send Gary information about the length of time 

the bridge is expected to be closed. The detour route for that project is 15 minutes. The road in 

front of Missouri Western State University has a bid opening in April.  

 

2. Recent Project Awards/Upcoming Bid Openings – Shannon Kusilek discussed awarded 

projects and upcoming bid openings.  

 

3. Commission Action Allocating STIP Funds – Shannon Kusilek explained funding goes into 

several pools, such as taking care of the system, safety funds and flexible funds. Often flexible 



funds end up being used for taking care of the system. The traffic commissioners decided to take 

funds off the top for major bridges (over 1,000 feet) and engineering, and to put flexible funds 

into taking care of the system. Taking care of the system funds will start being referred to as 

asset management funds and flexible funds will be referred to as system improvement funds.  

 

4. Governor’s Proposed Bridge Program – Shannon Kusilek informed the group that the 

proposed plan would bond the cost of paying for bridges that are on the Statewide 

Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) in the years 2020-2022. This would free up additional 

funds, approximately $16 million to address more transportation needs on the STIP. General 

revenue will be used to pay bonds back. Forty-six bridges are in the Northwest MoDOT 

District. Bonding for bridges is easier than overlays because bridges have a longer life span. It 

takes about three years for the bonding to become net neutral.  

 

5. Update on I-229 Environmental Study – Shannon Kusilek told the group that 18 alternatives 

have been created to address I-229 and the public is invited to view and comment on these 

alternatives at the March 26 public meeting. The alternatives cover a wide range of options. 

Rebecca Thacker will send an invite out to the TAC members.  

 

6. TAP Application and Transportation Priorities Results – Rebecca Thacker referred to the 

meeting packet that listed the results for both of these. She stated that there were more requests 

than there were funds this year and that neither of the two applications submitted from the Mo-

Kan region were selected. Suggestions were made to the unsuccessful applicants on how to 

improve their applications for the next round.  

 

7. Roadway Safety Assessment (RSA) Site Selection – Only one location was nominated for a 

RSA, which was Highway 36/ Ensign Trace/ McElwain Drive intersection in Cameron. All of 

the TAC members were in favor of this location being an RSA. Rebecca Thacker will 

coordinate a date for the RSA and inform the TAC members, who are encouraged to participate. 

A copy of the final RSA report will be submitted to Cameron and MoDOT, as the location is in 

Cameron. RSAs can be on MoDOT and local government roads.  

 

8. NW Planning Partners Meeting Ideas – Rebecca Thacker asked for topic suggestions for the 

upcoming NW Planning Partners Meeting (formerly known as the Joint TAC meeting). A 

suggestion was STIP development and BRO Rescission (which is federally mandated). 

However, the BRO Rescission may have been determined by that date. Unobligated BRO funds 

as of December 19 will be rescinded so counties are encouraged to swap funds with nearby 

counties.  

 

Upon request, Rebecca Thacker pointed out the transportation priority results that were in the 

meeting packet. The TAC members had voted on the transportation priorities at the last meeting 

and the results were submitted to MoDOT. She also informed the group about funding available 

for a luncheon on the HOUR Project, which is aimed at creating a safe driving environment in 

the workplace, and that two Traffic Incident Management (TIM) trainings were scheduled.  

 

Other Business: 

    

1.  Scheduling the next TAC Meeting – The next TAC meeting is tentatively Friday, June 7 at the 

Benton Club, St. Joseph from 10 am – 2 pm 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:20 am. 


